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SPRING PRACTICE BEGINS 
FOR OLE MISS FOOTBALL
Ole Miss football spring practice is 
officially underway. With the many 
new faces and coaches coming into 
the fray, Rebel head coach Matt 
Luke and his staff have a lot to take 
care of before the Grove Bowl.
FOR A PROFESSOR AND ALUMNUS, 
RECENT CHANGES HIT HOME
When Ralph Eubanks’s mother used to 
say that she couldn’t look at the Lyceum 
without seeing blood, he couldn’t say 
anything. But with students speaking 
out against Confederate symbolism 
now, he’s proud of his alma mater. 
SEE PAGE 3
The Senate of the Faculty 
will vote on a resolution 
to relocate Ole Miss’s 
Confederate monument from 
the Circle to the Confederate 
cemetery at special meeting 
Thursday night, making it 
the third campus government 
organization to vote on the 
issue this week.
“That the statue and 
its placement provide an 
unwelcome reminder to many 
in our community of a difficult 
past based upon inequality, 
a past that permeates the 
present in ways that are 
inconsistent with the values 
espoused in the Creed, is 
undeniable,” faculty senate 
chair Brice Noonan said.
The Graduate Student 
Council Senate became the 
first group to pass a resolution 
calling for the statue’s 
relocation on Monday, and 
the Associated Student Body 
Senate unanimously passed 
a similar resolution the 
following day.
Following the faculty senate’s 
regular monthly meeting 
Tuesday night, the Senate 
Executive Committee decided 
to vote on the legislation this 
week. That committee also 
authored the resolution.
“Though many faculty feel 
strongly about this issue, 
as this was a student-led 
initiative, the faculty senate 
elected to allow the process to 
work its way through the ASB 
and GSC before releasing our 
own statement,” Noonan said.
Several faculty senators 
voiced concern at their 
Tuesday meeting that this 
resolution is a rushed call 
for a decision, but African 
American Studies Sen. 
Le’Trice Donaldson disagreed.
“This debate has occurred 
on this campus for years, even 
before I even came here,” 
Donaldson said.
A draft of the faculty 
senate’s resolution is very 
similar to those passed by 
the ASB and the GSC, and 
Noonan said it is largely 
based on the language of 
those resolutions. It omits 
the disavowal of white 
supremacy that was included 
in the GSC resolution but 
adds a longer quotation 
from a Mississippi law that 
explains that the “governing 
body” has the authority to 
move the monument.
John Chappell, one of 
the ASB Senate resolution’s 
authors and president of 
College Democrats, said it is 
his understanding that the 
groups who share governance 
of the university are the ASB, 
the GSC, the Senate of the 
Faculty and the Staff Council.
Even though campus 
government groups have 
passed resolutions calling for 
the statue to be relocated, it is 
unclear if these groups are the 
governing body mentioned in 
the law.
After the faculty senate’s 
vote tomorrow, the Staff 
Council will be the only 
campus government 
organization that has not 
taken a stance on the issue. 
The Staff Council functions 
similarly to the Senate of the 
Faculty and advises university 
administration on issues 
related to the institution and 
its staff. Any permanent, 
full-time staff who have been 
employed by Ole Miss for at 
least one year are eligible to 
join the Staff Council.
Noonan said the Staff 
Council is likely to meet 
within the next week to 
discuss the statue’s relocation.
Grace Marion contributed 




Faculty senate to vote on Confederate statue relocation
SEE PAGE 8
TEDx speakers 
inspire with stories 
of struggle, success
  PHOTOS: KATHERINE BUTLER
Last night, at the fourth installment of TEDxUniversityofMississippi, 8 speakers shared their ideas. 
1. Jenny Urban  2. Christian Anscheutz  3. Luc Rébillout  4. Zaire Love  5. Jakob Anseman  
6. Glenn Parsons  7. Steven Soifer  8. Josie Nicholson







Members of the Ole Miss 
community spoke about 
personal struggles and lessons 
learned at the fourth annual 
TEDxUniversityofMississippi 
lecture series.
Senior political science 
major Jakob Anseman was 
the only undergraduate 
student who gave a talk, and 
he spoke about his experience 
having Asperger syndrome 
and the struggles he and his 
peers face in society today.
“When I was in community 
college, I hosted a similar 
forum in which I talked 
about some of the social 
and economic struggles,” 
Anseman said.
Anseman said he is creating 
an organization called 
Team of Autistic Campus 
Organizations (TACO) that he 
hopes will help autistic adults 
like himself find sensory 
friendly environments, 
match with understanding 
roommates and receive more 
support overall.
“I just hope it helps bring 
awareness and maybe can 
open up some doors, some 
opportunities for anybody 
with autism,” his father Brian 
Anseman said.
Josie Nicholson, a 
psychologist specializing 
in sport performance 
and member of Ole Miss 
Athletics’ Health and Sport 
Performance Staff, told the 
story of one of her patients 
who played soccer for the 
university but found herself 
battling depression. Using 
the anecdote, Nicholson 
encouraged the audience not 
to base their self-worth on 
their talents.
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OPINION
In late January of this 
year, Jussie Smollett, an 
actor on the show “Empire,” 
told the police that he was 
called racist epithets and 
that attackers wrapped a 
noose around his neck and 
poured an unknown chemical 
substance on him. 
Afterward, celebrities gave 
their sympathies through 
various forms as well as vows 
to find justice. Another group 
of people stated that Smollett 
staged the alleged attack due 
to rumors of being kicked off 
the show after the Chicago 
Police Department stated that 
they wished to talk to Smollett 
once again about the incident.
Recently, the Chicago 
Police Chief stated that 
Smollett orchestrated the 
attack, while Queen Latifah 
said that she stands with 
Smollett until further 
evidence is shown. The public 
doesn’t know who to believe.
My point isn’t necessarily 
to bash Smollett, because 
there is a lack of information 
from primary sources, but 
to build on a larger problem 
that happens in our society.
Public figures are 
individuals who have 
developed a following either 
through their artistic or 
political success or mere 
wealth.
I do understand the need 
for such people, given their 
ability to trickle down 
information, values and 
ideas in a way that other 
institutions may not be able 
to, but their existence does 
create problems like this 
incident. The public doesn’t 
know who to believe, and 
people of similar status often 
choose a side.
These influential people are 
on our cable news channels, 
on columns like these and 
at conferences. They are 
our celebrities and even our 
professors. In fact, we listen 
to many on a daily basis.
When select individuals 
have a microphone, physical 
or virtual, it is powerful in 
our world — so loud because, 
through one way or another, 
they are able to move the 
trajectory of society. So 
when the possibility of 
misinformation, or even 
a misdirection of a quote 
is possible, we all must be 
careful.
We all have individuals, 
organizations or institutions 
that we look up to but that we 
should never take at complete 
face value. We give them 
power by consuming their 
information.
Another example of this is 
during the Clinton presidency 
when we saw the passing of 
the “Violent Crime Control 
and Law Enforcement Act,” 
a bill seen as the largest 
crime bill ever passed. The 
act was quite extensively 
implemented with more 
prisons, more officers, the 
expansion of the death 
penalty and even more 
statutes to charge individuals 
with.
The Clinton administration 
was a key factor in its 
passing, but Bill Clinton 
later stated that he regretted 
portions of the bill. One 
failure here was the lack 
of consultation with other 
opinion leaders with different 
stances on the approach 
to crime, but the biggest 
failure was ultimately the 
public being too trusting of 
the opinion leaders rather 
than the politicians or the 
consultants.
These actions destroyed 
countless lives and damaged 
countless communities as a 
result.
As humans, we have 
a tendency to search for 
public figures and value 
their opinions, which is fine, 
but we shouldn’t take every 
statement or action by people 
like Jussie Smollett or Bill 
Clinton at face value because 
we are all humans, after all.
Jonathan Lovelady is a 




Public figures have become too easily trusted
COLUMN








1903 Anderson Road, Oxford, MS 38655
Two choices for upscale, affordable living in Oxford
•  1 and 2 bedroom units starting  
at $750
• Newly Renovated
• Sparkling Swimming Pool
• State-of-the-Art Fitness Center
• Half mile from the University Campus
• Pet Friendly
• Full Size Washer/Dryer in every unit
• On the OUT Transit Line




•  1, 2, and 3 bedroom townhomes 
starting at $795
• Gated Entrance
• Outdoor swimming pool
• Private patios on all 2 and 3 bedroom townhomes
• Maintenance-Free Lifestyle
• Newly renovated with full size washer/dryer
• On the OUT Transit Line
• Plantation Blinds




Over the past few weeks, as basketball players kneeled, student activists marched and the ASB Senate voted, Ralph Eubanks has been tweeting about how thankful and 
proud he was for these young people. That’s why, for our cover story, Isabel Spafford interviewed Eubanks about his current and former university’s changing ideals. In our 
story on page 5 by Emma Rose Davis, we look forward to another face of the changing South — a conference aiming to expand what gender and sexuality mean in the region.
Liam Nieman
Arts & Culture Editor
Now a professor, Ralph Eubanks finds his changing alma mater easier to defend
The difference 45 years makes
When Ralph Eubanks arrived at the University of Mississippi as a student from his hometown of Mount Olive in 1974, he never could have imagined that the Confederate symbolism that 
defined Ole Miss would disappear.
“We saw (the Confederate flag, Colonel Reb and the statue) 
as things that were entrenched, that we just had to tolerate,” 
Eubanks said.
After serving as Director of Publishing of the Library of Congress, 
Eubanks, who returned to campus in 2017 as a visiting professor of 
English and Southern studies, has seen the unthinkable happen in 
the years since he was an undergraduate.
The changes — including Colonel Reb being taken off the field 
in 2003, the state flag coming down in 2015 and the Associated 
ISABEL SPAFFORD
THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM
  PHOTO COURTESY: UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI | OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS
Ralph Eubanks, Eileen Shull and Hardy R. Stone (from left) attended Ole Miss 
together in the 1970s.
SEE EUBANKS PAGE 4
PAGE 4 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 7 MARCH 2019 
Bridge Properties is a local, family owned 
business meeting all your Residential and  
Commercial Leasing needs since 1975.




EXCITING NEW PROJECTS COMING IN THE 2019-2020 TERM 
All properties are within walking  




Student Body Senate voting 
unanimously to relocate the 
Confederate statue on Tues-
day night — are personal to 
Eubanks.
“My mother never liked 
coming here because she said, 
‘I can’t look at the Lyceum 
without seeing blood running 
down the steps.’ I couldn’t say 
anything,” Eubanks said. “I 
think that what makes (Ole 
Miss) much easier to defend 
is seeing what the current 
students are doing. … This has 
become a space in which they 
feel empowered.”
In 1974, Ole Miss students 
could not openly discuss the 
implications of Confederate 
symbols on campus. Even to-
day, Eubanks said, the statue 
is meant to keep black people 
silent and preserve a rigid 
color line.
“That marker was put there 
to say, ‘Go,’ to black citizens,” 
Eubanks said. “It is for white 
citizens to say, ‘This is ours,’ 
(and) to mark their territory. 
‘This is not yours, and this can 
never be yours.’”
The Confederate statue was 
not the only symbol conveying 
this message during Eubanks’s 
time as a student. Even though 
Ole Miss was “one big memori-
al to the Lost Cause,” Eubanks 
refused to respond to that 
messaging. When campus cele-
brated “Dixie Week,” Eubanks 
defiantly attended.
“I used to show up to stuff 
like that with my big old afro 
just to say, ‘I’m here. You 
can’t exclude me,’” Eubanks 
said. “My doing that then 
was considered a somewhat 
radical act.”
In the 1970s, black students 
were fighting for a presence 
on campus. In a class of about 
800, Eubanks was one of about 
50 black students.
“What we were really push-
ing for was representation,” 
Eubanks said. “We were 
trying to get into the system. 
… If we were a part of it, we 
could change it.”
Steve Yarbrough, an author 
who teaches at Emerson Col-
lege, attended Ole Miss at the 
same time as Eubanks. But be-
cause Yarbrough is white, the 
change in perception through 
the years he had was different.
Yarbrough grew up attending 
an all-white private school and 
learning that “the Confederacy 
was badly treated by the rest 
of the country” from his father, 
who was a member of the 
White Citizens’ Council.
At college, though, Yar-
brough began to rethink his 
previous ignorance about 
Confederate symbols.
“I didn’t think as I should 
have about what it might have 
been like for Ralph (Eubanks) 
to walk past one of those 
statues,” Yarbrough said. “My 
own ideas about (Confederate 
symbols) began to change 
when I was finally around 
some African-American 
students in college.”
Now, as more and more 
students’ ideas about Confed-
erate symbolism have changed, 
the university is being forced to 
reckon with its past once again. 
Though Eubanks maintains 
that Ole Miss can never sepa-
rate completely from its Civil 
War history, he believes that 
the statue overshadows more 
important discussions.
“We have to embrace all of 
(our history’s) complexities and 
all the wounds that it brings 
up,” Eubanks said. “That statue 
is keeping us from having the 
right kind of conversations.”
EUBANKS
continued from page 3
 
PHOTO: KATHERINE BUTLER
Now that Confederate symbolism on the Ole Miss campus has begun to disappear, 
alumnus and visiting professor Ralph Eubanks finds his alma mater, Ole Miss, easier 
to support than ever. 
  PHOTO COURTESY: STEVE YARBROUGH
Steve Yarbrough, an author and professor at Emerson College, attended Ole Miss 
with Ralph Eubanks. When he became friends with black students in college, his 
perception of Confederate symbolism began to change.
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All properties are within walking  
distance of  The Square & University.
Go
REBS!
The Sarah Isom Center 
for Women and Gender 
Studies will host the annual 
Southeastern Women’s Studies 
Association’s conference from 
today through Saturday. The 
conference’s 50 sessions, two 
keynotes and several other 
events will work toward 
“Envisioning a Feminist and 
Queer South,” this year’s theme.
SEWSA, which is a regional 
branch of the National 
Women’s Studies Association, 
is a feminist organization that 
promotes women’s studies 
scholarship in all forms.
The panels feature analyses 
of gender and sexuality in a 
wide range of disciplines, most 
with an emphasis on the topics 
of activism, literature, pedagogy 
and the queer South.
Jamie Harker, the director 
of the Sarah Isom Center and 
SEWSA’s annual conference 
chair, said she is excited about 
having this event at the university.
“This is the first time that 
Southeastern Women’s Studies 
Association has been in the 
state of Mississippi, so it is an 
honor for the state’s flagship 
institution to host SEWSA,” 
Harker said. “We are excited 
to give our students the chance 
to hear outstanding, original 
research and to introduce 
visiting scholars to our 
university community.”
Both keynote lectures align 
with the conference’s main 
theme of expanding ideas about 
the roles of women and LGBTQ 
people in the South.
E. Patrick Johnson, a 
professor of performance and 
African-American studies at 
Northwestern University, will 
speak at 1 p.m. today at the 
Ford Center about his new 
book of oral history “Black. 
Queer. Southern. Women.” 
At noon on Friday at the Ford 
Center, Minnie Bruce Pratt, 
a poet and current professor 
at Syracuse University, will 
talk about her activism with 
Feminary, a feminist journal 
that was based in North 
Carolina from 1969-1982.
Students will also have a 
chance to present their own 
work. Documentary expression 
graduate student Mary Knight 
will take part in a group 
performance and speak about 
her master’s thesis work on 
Hubert Creekmore.
“I’m looking forward to 
sharing my research and getting 
feedback on it and to also 
learn from others about their 
challenges in doing archival 
research and get pointers on 
where to look for information 
I haven’t yet been able to find,” 
Knight said.
Creekmore, who was a Water 
Valley native and friend of 
notable authors like Eudora 
Welty, remained closeted about 
his homosexuality while living 
in rural Mississippi. But when 
Creekmore moved to New York, 
he began writing poems and 
novels that critiqued Southern 
life, including “The Welcome” 
which spoke specifically about 
being a gay man in the state.
Another graduate student, 
Ellie Campbell will perform an 
oral history piece about LGBTQ 
history in North Mississippi and 
will also show her short film 
“Tupelo Pride,” which is about 
the city’s first-ever pride event.
Campbell said she hopes to 
network and see influential 
activists talk about their work.
“I’m hoping to get involved 
with the Invisible Histories 
Project from Birmingham. 
Their directors, Joshua 
Burford and Maigen Sullivan, 
are speaking and meeting 
with grad students,” Campbell 
said. “And of course, I’m really 
thrilled to get to see both 
Minnie Bruce Pratt and E. 
Patrick Johnson speak.”
Alysia Steele and Jessica 
Wilkerson, both Ole Miss 
professors, will lead a workshop 
focusing on the basics of oral 
history interviewing, including 
how to conduct interviews, 
take photographs,  record 
high-quality audio and use oral 
history interviews responsibly.
“The workshop will be a 
primer for those interested in 
taking the leap into oral history 
interviewing as part of their 
research and scholarship,” 
Wilkerson said.
Kevin Cozart, operations 
coordinator for the Isom Center 
and co-chair of this year’s 
SEWSA conference, attended 
the annual SEWSA conference 
for the first time when 
Kennesaw State University 
hosted it in 2017. At that year’s 
conference, he began the process 
of bringing the conference to the 
University of Mississippi.
Cozart said the process has 
been a long one. The Isom 
Center originally planned to 
host in 2020, but, when 2019’s 
tentative hosts asked to delay for 
a year, SEWSA’s president asked 
if the Isom Center would take on 
the responsibility.
“After discussions and gaining 
support from the university, 
the decision was finalized in 
the fall of 2017, and we’ve been 
planning for the last 18 months,” 
Cozart said.
Regional conference seeks a 'Feminist and Queer South'
EMMA ROSE DAVIS
THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM
  PHOTO COURTESY: SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY
Minnie Bruce Pratt.
  PHOTO COURTESY: E. PATRICK JOHNSON
E. Patrick Johnson.
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Apply @ jobs.dominos.com OR in person!
Domino’s East 1920 University 662.236.3844  
Domino’s West (Campus Store) 1603 W. Jackson Ave 662.236.3030
NOW HIRING DRIVERS
Make $12-$18 an hour!
at BOTH Oxford locations!
CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S
SOLUTION TO 3.6.2019 PUZZLEACROSS
  1 Male deer
  5 Perfume 


















42 Long lock of hair
44 Lacking color
45 Moral principle
47 In search of
49 Your, to Yves




57 Confined to bed
62 Lamb’s pseudonym
66  Ask for divine 
guidance
67 ___ say more?
68 Personal quirks






74 Roll call response
DOWN
  1 Cabbage salad
  2 Snack in a shell
  3 From the U.S.
  4 January birthstone
  5  Ancient military 
engine
  6 Rock star Clapton
  7 Baseball team
  8 Take care of
  9 Comic Boosler




12  Mont Blanc, par 
exemple




27  ___ man with seven 
wives





33 Muse of poetry
34  “The Crucible” 
setting






51  Island in the South 
China Sea
53 Rough design










65  ...___ forgive our 
debtors
66  Largest book of 
the OT





Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 




The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day 
in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds 
on classified ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or 
questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit: http://
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
APARTMENT FOR RENT
TIRED OF ROOMMATES? 1 bed-
room 1 bath w/ study. 2950 S. Lamar. 
Single occupancy, Ole Miss students 
only. $510 (662)832-0117 
WALK TO SQUARE 121 Price. Spa-
cious 1bed 1bath apt. w/ study $515. 
Parental guarantee required. Avail-
able June. 662-832-0117 
HOUSE FOR RENT
SPACIOUS TOWNHOUSE DUPLEX 
2 bedroom 2.5 bath. All appliances, 
granite counters, deck, balcony, many 
amenities. Available June. Parental 
guarantee required. $880 (662)832-
0117 
2 BEDROOM 2 BATH with 2 stud-
ies. All appliances include: carport, 
storm shelter, garden tub, tile flooring 
throughout. $930 month available Au-
gust. (662)832-0117 
CONDO FOR RENT
TURNBERRY CONDO 3 BR, 2 BA, 
Gated/ Pool. With W/ D. Internet/ Ca-
ble. $1250. Available now. 901-262-
1855 
LARGE 2 BEDROOM 2.5 bath town-
house for rent with washer/dryer in-
cluded. Quiet atmosphere, no pets, 
close to campus. Deposit and 1 year 
lease required (662)234-0000 
HIGHPOINT CONDO Large 2 bd / 2 
ba No Smoking, Gated, next to pool. 
W/ D, water/ garbage Available Sum-
mer $880 a month (901)262-1855 
FULL-TIME
PAPA JOHN’S PIZZA - Now hiring 




QUEEN BEDS, couch, dresser, TV, 
stereo, lamps, office chair, chairs, 
cabinets, pictures etc. 662 701-9320 
SUDOKU PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY OLE MISS GOLF COURSE
39173




continued from page 1
  PHOTO: KATHERINE BUTLER
At the TEDxUniversityofMississippi event last night, Jenny Urban discussed the future use of new biometric technologies in air 
travel. 
Engineering science 
doctoral student and French 
national Luc Rébillout 
spoke about the culture 
shock he experienced when 
he first arrived in the U.S., 
focusing on the difference 
in measurement systems 
used here and in his home 
country.
Rébillout explained the 
history of the metric and 
imperial systems to his 
audience, arguing that 
the metric system is more 
effective.
“When you get here, and 
all of the people use units 
that you don't understand 
(and) that are very hard to 
translate, you just want to 
advocate for what's easier to 
use,” Rébillout said.
University of Mississippi 
alumna Jenny Urban spoke 
about her job as an aviation 
attorney. Urban described 
the possible future of 
biometrics in the airport 
industry, using iris scanners, 
fingerprint recognition 
and facial recognition as 
examples of things that 
might make air travel easier 
for future passengers.
Documentary expression 
graduate student Zaire Love 
used the stories of African-
American women from the 
South, including Beyoncé, to 
encourage her audience to 
do what they believe is right. 
She used historical references 
and lines from “Lemonade” 
in her speech.
Biology professor Glenn 
Parsons explained possible 
options for the reduction 
of shark and fish bycatch, 
which is when fishermen 
accidentally catch the wrong 
species. He introduced the 
subject by discussing the fear 
of sharks and its prevalence 
in Western culture.
The TED Conference 
provides general guidance 
for the TEDx program, but 
individual TEDx events are 
independently organized.
Start Your Morning Right
+ =
Oxford’s Morning Newspaper 
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HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL
TURNBERRY CONDO 3 BR, 2 BA, 
Gated/ Pool. With W/ D. Internet/ Ca-
ble. $1250. Available now. 901-262-
1855 
LARGE 2 BEDROOM 2.5 bath town-
house for rent with washer/dryer in-
cluded. Quiet atmosphere, no pets, 
close to campus. Deposit and 1 year 
lease required (662)234-0000 
HIGHPOINT CONDO Large 2 bd / 2 
ba No Smoking, Gated, next to pool. 
W/ D, water/ garbage Available Sum-
mer $880 a month (901)262-1855 
FULL-TIME
PAPA JOHN’S PIZZA - Now hiring 




QUEEN BEDS, couch, dresser, TV, 
stereo, lamps, office chair, chairs, 
cabinets, pictures etc. 662 701-9320 
SUDOKU PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY OLE MISS GOLF COURSE








Pick up an 
application
Due: March 29 at 4:00






1205 Office Park Drive B, Oxford, MS 
M-TH 8am-5pm, F 8am-4pm
If you have been charged with a criminal offense call our office to schedule a free 
consultation regarding the criminal charges which have been brought against you.
Weekend and after-hours appointments available for legal emergencies.
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Possession with Intent, Sale of Drugs, Aggravated 
Assault and All Other Midsdemeanor and Felony Charges
Let Our Legal Team Work For You
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No. 10 Ole Miss almost 
completed the comeback but 
ultimately fell 3-2 to No. 18 
East Carolina on Wednesday 
afternoon. The offense wasn’t 
there for the Rebels like it has 
been all season, and East Carolina 
starting pitcher Jake Kuchmaner 
pitched a gem of a game, nearly 
completing a no-hitter.
“We can really swing it,” Ole 
Miss head coach Mike Bianco 
said. “But you have to credit 
that guy on the mound today. 
He was terrific.”
Coming into the game, 
Kuchmaner’s numbers weren’t 
overly impressive. In 7.0 innings 
this season, he’s given up 7 hits 
and 2 earned runs. Not bad, but 
also not indicative of somebody 
capable of throwing a no-hitter.
“It just seemed like everything 
he was throwing was in the black 
on either side of the plate,” Ole 
Miss’s Thomas Dillard said about 
Kuchmaner. “He isn’t necessarily 
the hardest thrower, but he was 
putting it where he wanted. 
You just have to give him props 
because he had his stuff today, 
and we weren’t doing the best job 
of fighting it.”
Freshman lefty Doug Nikhazy 
made his first career start for the 
Rebels against the Pirates and 
had a solid 3.0 innings of work 
to begin the game, giving up a 
single hit and striking out five 
consecutive batters.
“I thought Doug was terrific,” 
Bianco said.
Like Jordan Fowler on 
Tuesday, Nikhazy’s outing was 
quickly soured by a single inning. 
The fourth inning saw East 
Carolina smash a 3-run homer to 
right field, giving the Pirates an 
advantage in the scoring column 
that they would never relinquish.
“It’s just that one inning,” 
Bianco said. We had a bad inning, 
and they put three up. They had 
a bad inning, and we only put 
two up. Besides that, it was all 
pitching and defense.”
As has been the norm, the 
Rebel bullpen came in and 
provided nice support on the 
mound.
In relief of Nikhazy came 
Austin Miller and Connor Green. 
Both Miller and Green pitched 
well in their appearances, pitching 
a combined 4.0 scoreless innings 
and allowing one hit. The duo of 
Miller and Green has been huge 
for the Rebels thus far. Both boast 
sub-1.00 ERAs.
“I’m really proud of how 
Doug threw today, and Miller,” 
Dillard said. “I think everyone 
threw really good.”
The bats were cold all day 
for Ole Miss. The Rebels didn’t 
register a hit until the bottom 
of the ninth when Dillard came 
to the plate and hit a line-drive 
single to right-center to break up 
Kuchmaner’s no-no.
A series of errors by ECU 
followed, allowing Ole Miss 
to make it a game in the ninth 
inning.
First, ECU elected to pull 
Kuchmaner after Dillard’s hit. 
This move was followed up by 
a Tyler Keenan 2-RBI single 
that pulled the Rebels within 
one run. A fielding error, a wild 
pitch and a walk loaded the 
bases with two outs in the ninth. 
Unfortunately for Ole Miss, 
Cooper Johnson hit a fly ball 
into foul territory, which was 
caught by ECU for the third out.
“Emotionally, we challenge the 
guys all the time,” Bianco said. 
“Sometimes that emotion comes 
from success. I thought in the 
dugout our guys were locked in 
(during the no-hitter). It’s just one 
of those days where they beat us 
— not by much, but they beat us 
— and their guy was really good 
on the mound.”
Rebel bats go silent as Kuchmaner nearly throws no-hitter
BASEBALL
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Ole Miss pitcher Connor Green pitched a single inning against East Carolina on Wednesday, striking out two of four batters faced. 
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Matt Luke and the Ole 
Miss football team continued 
preparations for the 125th season 
of football in Oxford with another 
week of spring practice.
Early orientation and retention 
of new playbooks on both sides of 
the ball is the focus in these first 
few weeks, and Rich Rodriguez 
and Mike MacIntyre are looking 
to instill their systems in new 
players and seasoned veterans.
“We don’t have a ton in right 
now on either side of the ball, so 
it’s just the basics,” Luke said. “It’s 
really just learning how to play 
and learning how to play with 
that edge and the toughness that 
we’re looking to play with to really 
make an impact.”
Rebel fans and national media 
alike have questioned whether 
former offensive coordinator 
Phil Longo utilized the surplus of 
talent at his disposal last season 
after the sheer dominance his 
former players showed at the 
NFL Scouting Combine. The 
new architect and leader of the 
Ole Miss offense Matt Corral 
didn’t mince words about the 
differences in the schemes.
“We’re going through reading 
the defense like a prolific 
offense should. Last year, 
we didn’t really do that. We 
just did a one-high, two-high 
type of thing,” quarterback 
Matt Corral said after practice 
last Thursday. “It’s the same 
philosophy, but I guess we have 
logic behind what we’re doing.”
Offensive coordinator Rich 
Rodriguez spoke on balancing 
new concepts with ones his 
players might already know.
“There are a lot of things that 
are different, but there are some 
things that they can relate to what 
they did in the past,” Rodriguez 
said. “So, we try to do that as 
much as we can even though we 
really refer to the past a lot.”
An issue that has haunted 
the Ole Miss offense for years 
has been its lack of a consistent 
running game. The Rebels 
have a capable back in Scottie 
Phillips, but they also have 
a few questions along the 
offensive line after losing Greg 
Little, Javon Patterson, Sean 
Rawlings and Jordan Sims. 
Senior Alex Givens will serve as 
the leader for that group as the 
most experienced veteran.
“We’re all just working at 
the same goal, but I feel like 
some people do look up to me 
and Royce (Newman), Bryce 
(Mathews) and Eli (Johnson),” 
Givens said. “I feel like we’ve been 
working as a group more and it’s 
been really good for us this year.”
Phillips was on his was on his 
way to reaching 1,000 rushing 
yards last season before an ankle 
injury early in the Texas A&M 
game put him on the sideline. 
Phillips said he’s more confident 
heading into this season.
“I’m coming in knowing I’m the 
guy. The nerves are gone trying 
to learn a new system and be 
that vet(eran) and leader for the 
younger guys to lean on,” Phillips 
said. “It hurt (not reaching 1,000 
yards). That was one of my goals 
coming into the season, to get 
a thousand yards. But I’m in 
year two, and that’s the goal this 
year, so I’m looking forward to 
accomplishing that goal.”
The questions and concerns 
around the Ole Miss defense 
dwarf those of the offense. The 
Rebels had the worst-ranked 
defense in the SEC by far last 
season and lost the centerpieces 
of the side in DeMarquis Gates, 
Ken Webster and Zedrick Woods. 
The defense will have a lot of 
work to do, but senior defensive 
back Myles Hartsfield thinks 
that, under the command of Mike 
MacIntyre, the Landsharks can 
turn things around.
“We’ve got a lot to prove to 
ourselves, first and foremost. We 
knew we were a good defense. 
We just never put it out there. 
We practiced hard last year. 
It was just the little things last 
year that got us beat most of the 
time,” Hartsfield said. “We’re 
just ready and focused more this 
year. We have more leaders. We 
don’t have a lot of people talking. 
It’s just a few people who are 
leading by example.”
Ole Miss’s new leaders will 
try help the younger players and 
learn revamped systems for the 
rest of the spring.
The team will have a break 
next week and will come 
back to practice until early 
April. The annual Grove Bowl 
scrimmage is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 6 at 3 p.m.
JOSHUA CLAYTON
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Ole Miss’s new leadership installing revamped gameplan
FOOTBALL
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Wide receiver Braylon Sanders narrowly misses a catch during the home opener versus Southern Illinois last season. Ole Miss 
football players returned to the practice field this week in preparation for the 2019 football season. 
